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Abstract

This paper utilizes an original dataset of oceanic confrontations in the South
China Sea (SCS) to investigate the role of oil and fishing resources in the South
China Sea conflict. The conflict data was drawn from primary news sources in the
Lexis Nexis database, encompassing the years 1980 to 2013. We test

the hypotheses that competition over oil and fish resources is increasing the
number of oceanic confrontations, through the use of proxy variables such as oil
price, oil dependence and fish consumption. Although the SCS conflict

has increasingly attracted global attention, this will be the first study on the region
that has included quantitative analysis to test hypotheses about the causes of
regional conflict.



